
A Day in the Life of a 
Data Scientist
Brian Eoff (@bde) 
Lead Scientist at Spring



What is data science?











2011 May - Join Bitly as Data Scientist 

2013 August - Lead Data Scientist at Bitly 

2014 June - Lead Data Scientist at Spring

















Free Game For Kids Registration - Pittsburgh Penguins - Fan Zone (2756 clicks)

Video: Carra's top five transfers - Liverpool FC (915 clicks)

Clip of the Week: Toews Nails Tot | NBC Chicago (179 clicks)

Allegro.pl nie działa (919 clicks)

DallasCowboys.com - Official Site of the Dallas Cowboys (683 clicks)

Mao’s Room (2339 clicks)

Manchester United Official Web Site - Ashley Young was long term United target (526 clicks)

Shocking! Lady Gaga Poses Sans Makeup for Harper's Bazaar Cover - UsMagazine.com (12288 clicks)

Runway - Runway TV Collections Fashion Magazine - Nick Carter: From the Backstreet to Taking Off (3662 clicks)

The GQ&A: Drive Director Nicolas Winding Refn (601 clicks)



SUN CITY PALM DESERT - SUN CITY SHADOW HILLS CA Tours, MLS, Plans, Info, MORE

http://imageshack.us/clip/my-videos/8/tcib.mp4/

2011 CMA Nominees | Playlist | VEVO

TOP SALE Viagra from USD 0.90 per pill, Cialis from USD 1.75 per pill

National Association for College Admission Counselling log-in





Big-Data 
to 

No-Data









Three Areas of Data 
Science



Data Engineering





More than…



Everything in UTC



Data Analysis









Reproducibility, 
Automation, 

Version Control



Data Modeling



Discovery





Popularity



Tools



Caverlee’s Rule



How to become a data 
scientist?



I never took a data 
science class.

CONFESSION



What do I look for 
when I hire?



Questions?







Descriptive, Prescriptive, Predictive 

Data Engineering, Data Analysis, Machine 
Learning/Model Building/Algorithms 

ETL, or never underestimate the benefit of a good 
plumber. 

AB Test. Multi-Armed Bandit Testing. 
Optimization. Retention 

Bitly: 200 Million Events per Day 
Spring: 0 

Data Science (Inductive Reasoning), obtaining data, 
cleaning munging data, exploring data, modeling data 

interpreting data



Data Engineering 

ETL 
 

Redshift 

Event Streams 
Kafka, Kinesis, NSQ



Tools, Process, Recruiting, 
Communication, Ethics 

Test- Driven Data Science 

Learn from software development. 

Version Control, Automated Testing



Analysis 

Price Points 

Conversion 

Metric Aggregation 

etc.



Matrix Factorization 
 

Recommendation 

Popularity


